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In preparation for the new system rollout, we want to provide you the following important 
information:

1. The IRB Office will not have any downtime during the migration and research will not be 
adversely affected. IRB reviews will continue to be accepted and reviewed during the 
phased study migration. 

2. There will be limited functionality in the current eIRB system for some study types 
(details described in the next slide). 

3. The new UTSW ETHOS will accept all types of new study submissions on December 23, 
2024.

4. Studies expiring during the migration should submit continuing reviews prior to the 
transition. The IRB Office will notify you if your studies are expiring to ensure the approval 
does not lapse. 

5. Please refer only to communication about the new UTSW ETHOS that has been 
generated by the UTSW Human Research Protection Program. This is necessary to 
ensure accurate information about the transition plan. (See UTSW ETHOS Updates)

System Transition Time
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https://www.utsouthwestern.edu/research/hrpp/#updates


• No full board electronic submissions (new studies, continuing reviews, and/or modifications) will be accepted in the 
current eIRB system from November 24 – December 23, 2024.** 
o This allows the IRB committees to complete all Full Board submissions by December 18, 2024 (the final convened 

IRB meeting before system go-live). 
o Electronic submissions for Full Board review will need to be submitted into the old eIRB system by November 24, 

2024. 
• Study migration phases for activated studies are prioritized as follows (see next slide for eIRB to UTSW ETHOS 

Transition):
o Full Board studies – open and not closed to enrollment
o Full Board studies otherwise active
o Expedited and External IRB (Reliance) studies
o All other studies that were not active during initial migration phases

• The studies migration will be completed by the HRPP staff with the assistance of the Research and Academic Services 
(RAS) Office. There is no additional work expected from study teams to migrate active studies.

**The IRB Office will receive and review any urgent Full Board items during this time. While study teams will not be 
able to make electronic changes or submissions to existing Full Board studies at the start of December, the IRB Office 
staff will be able to make changes on your behalf, review, and approve any urgent submissions. 

Data Migration
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https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/System-Down-Time.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=NTQkHh
https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/System-Down-Time.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=NTQkHh
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

The study workspace now has a workflow (flowchart). The workflow informs the user where the submission is at any given time 

throughout the review process up until approval. The flowchart is present for New Study Submissions, MODs, CRs / AUs / NSC, and 

Reportable Events.
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The following slides outlines some key features of the new UTSW ETHOS System: 



UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

You will now be required to complete Intake Questions / Basic Study Information Page. The responses to this page will generate other 

sections to be completed within the study submission (section 1.0 of the UTSW ETHOS Smartform).
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See UTSW ETHOS - 
Key Features for all 
Intake Questions.

https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/UTSW-ETHOS.aspx
https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/UTSW-ETHOS.aspx


eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Key Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Study is initiated in Velos and 
is then transferred to eIRB.

Study is initiated in the new 
system is then pushed to Velos.

The following slides outline some differences between eIRB and UTSW ETHOS System: 



UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

Study type is now part of the intake questions and is expanded to include all potential project types which includes, Human 

Research or Clinical Investigations, Exempt Research, Non-human Research, Non-regulated Research, and Non-research treatment 

protocols such as expanded access or compassionate use. 
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

Emergency Use and sIND requests can be submitted in the new ETHOS system (no longer via email). 
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

Translation requests can be done via the UTSW ETHOS system and no longer via email. Click "Request Translation" to initiate the 

process. 
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

All ancillary reviews (including performance site reviews) may be managed through the UTSW ETHOS system. PRMC and ISAC 

reviews are the only ones that can be automatically triggered if the smartform questions are answered correctly prior to submission. 
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

Document uploads can be named whatever you would like to name the document.  You will now upload a document and select the 

appropriate category for the document (e.g., consent form, IB, recruitment material).  
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UTSW ETHOS – Key Features

Cloning function
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eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Supplemental forms 
(Forms B, C, etc.) 
required to be uploaded 
throughout the smart 
form.

Supplemental forms (Forms B, C, 
etc.) are no longer required. 

Information from the forms are 
now embedded throughout the 
UTSW ETHOS system. 

Remaining forms to be attached are consent 
form templates, information sheets, stand-
alone HIPAA Authorization form, protocol 
forms, Form Z, Form Z1, and the new 
Radiation Exposure Worksheet for studies 
that have radiation for research. Example in this slide is personnel information embedded in 

the smartform instead of Form B



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Radiation sections are embedded 
in eIRB (sections 29-38). 

Radiation sections are no longer 
embedded in UTSW ETHOS system. 
SHUR will have a template form 
titled, “Form RW- Radiation 
Exposure Worksheet" for 
researchers to complete and 
submit.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

No electronic consent 
(eConsent) requests in the 
current system.

eConsent and eConsent systems can 
be selected in the new UTSW 
ETHOS system.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Fourteen (14) modification 
smartform sections.

The new modification smartform in UTSW 
ETHOS has only Two (2) Modification 
smartform Sections: The Modification 
Information (as above) and the 
Modification Study Details.  Study team 
summarizes changes in the modification 
and then make changes in the UTSW 
ETHOS smartform.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

CRs could not be submitted 
at the same time while a 
Mod was open and vice 
versa

You may submit both items and the IRB will 
determine which item needs to be 
reviewed first.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

N/A With this selection, you will either be 
submitting a CR or an AU. 



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

N/A Within the CR / AU smartform
you will be able to submit Notice 
of Study Closures. 



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

N/A Reportable Event may be submitted 
for multiple studies

Reporting Emergency Use of an 
Investigational test article for a 
single patient  



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Non-Human and Non-
regulated submissions are 
submitted by paper and 
submitted via email.

Non-Human and Non-Regulated 
Research submission will be submitted 
in UTSW ETHOS and reviewed like 
study submissions; the contents of Y1 
and Y2 form are in UTSW ETHOS. 
Determination letters will be 
generated in UTSW ETHOS. 



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Determinations for non-Human and 
Non-Regulated Research submissions are 
sent via email.

Non-Human Research submissions will 
receive immediate determinations while 
Non-Regulated Research submissions 
will require additional review by the 
HRPP / IRB Office before the 
determination letter is sent. 



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Submit a Reliance 
Request in REDCap

• Submit the Intake page to 
create the study and push 
it to Velos.

• On the main study 
workspace, "Add Reliance 
Institute Information" 
to send a reliance request 
to the Reliance Team.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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UTSW ETHOS – Reliance, Continued

• Once the agreement has been negotiated, the 
HRPP Reliance Team will add the study to the 
External IRB in UTSW ETHOS. 

• The name of the External IRB will then appear 
on Page 9.0, Item 1. While you are waiting, 
you can jump past this point in the submission 
to complete the rest of the application.



eIRB vs. UTSW ETHOS – Features
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eIRB UTSW ETHOS

Selection of 
the type of study:
• Exempt
• Expedited
• Full Board

• Removed to allow for the 
research team to focus on 
completion of the 
application.

• The IRB Analyst will route 
the study to the 
appropriate level of 
review.



Questions?
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For Questions, Contact: eIRB@UTSouthwestern.edu 

*UTSW ETHOS SharePoint Site:
UTSW ETHOS IRB - Human Research Protection 
Program - Organization home

*Individuals with UTSW IDs will automatically have 
access. Individuals at Affiliate Sites may request access 
by emailing eIRB@UTSouthwestern.edu. The HRPP will 
send you an invitation.

mailto:eIRB@UTSouthwestern.edu
https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/About.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=SdmNhw
https://365utsouthwestern.sharepoint.com/sites/UTSWETHOS/SitePages/About.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=SdmNhw
mailto:eIRB@UTSouthwestern.edu


Questions?
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Thank You!
• We’d love to hear your feedback. We 

invite you to provide your evaluation 
of Research Matters and of the 
Human Research Protection Program. 

• Visit: 
https://ais.swmed.edu/redcap/survey
s/?s=3PRJFCFJJW   

https://ais.swmed.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=3PRJFCFJJW
https://ais.swmed.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=3PRJFCFJJW
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