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THE VERNIE A. STEMBRIDGE, M.D. ACADEMIC MACE 
 

UT Southwestern’s Vernie A. Stembridge, M.D., Academic Mace is carried in 
processions and displayed on ceremonial occasions.  This symbol of the authority 
of the faculty to grant degrees, like much of our current academic pageantry, dates 
from the Middle Ages.   The Stembridge Mace was designed by a UT Southwestern 
alumnus in memory of Vernie A. Stembridge, M.D., a much admired and respected 
member of UT Southwestern’s faculty from 1959 to 2000.  The execution of the 
design was by the Wm. B. Schieffer Studio; the work was completed in 2003. 
 
At the top of the Stembridge Mace sits a Grecian amethyst.  The amethyst is 
traditionally associated with healing of mind, body, and spirit; and service and 
humility.  Some of this amethyst’s crystalline facets remain rough and natural while 
others are smooth and polished to suggest the effect of education upon human 
attributes.  
 
The Stembridge Mace exhibits a head with seven bas-relief cameos: the Aesculapian 
staff represents the healing arts; the interwoven star indicates the close relationship 
of the health care professions, the health care team, and the Lone Star State; the 
dawn offers the promise of a new beginning, or “commencement;” the pyramid 
symbolizes the creative intellect; the silhouette of Texas (with Dallas indicated) 
stands for our State and city commitment to education, and the concurrent 
responsibility of students and faculty to serve our city and State; the double helix 
(DNA molecule) exemplifies modern biomedical discovery; and the scroll 
symbolizes the passing of knowledge from teacher to student over the generations. 
 
The overall configuration of the Stembridge Mace suggests the torch of learning.  
The wooden shaft is made of American Black Walnut, turned and shaped to a 
classical fluted columnar form. 
  



THE ORDER OF EXERCISES 
 
 
Academic Procession ......................................................................... Jijia Wang, Ph.D. 
 Marshal 
 Kathlyn “Brooke” Wilson, D.P.T. 
 Marshal 
 
Presiding ............................................................................... Jon W. Williamson, Ph.D. 
                        Dean 
 UT Southwestern School of Health Professions 
 

The audience is requested to stand as the procession enters  
and to remain standing for the National Anthem. 

 
Commencement Address  ....................................................... Sherry C. Huang, M.D. 
 Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean for Education 

Professor of Pediatrics 
The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 

 
Hooding and Conferring of Degrees ................................ Daniel K. Podolsky, M.D. 
 President 
 The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center 
 
Introduction of Programs ............... Carolyn D. Bradley-Guidry, Dr.P.H., M.P.A.S. 
 Associate Dean for Student Affairs and Engagement 
 UT Southwestern School of Health Professions 
 

The audience is requested to delay applause until all candidates from  
a program have received their diplomas. 

 
Closing Remarks .................................................................... Ramona Dorough, Ph.D. 
 Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Faculty Development 
 UT Southwestern School of Health Professions 
 
Recessional 
 

The audience is requested to stand during the Recessional and to remain  
standing in place until the graduates have exited. 

 



APPLIED CLINICAL RESEARCH 
SCOTT A. SMITH, PH.D., CHAIR  

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 
 
 

Magistrate ......................................................................... Karen Brewer-Mixon, Ph.D. 
 

Degree Awarded 
May 2024 

 
Nada Hammouda 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Role of Acute Kidney Injury Heterogeneity in Continuous 
Renal Replacement Therapy Initiation Timing and Outcomes” 
Scott A. Smith, Ph.D., Mentor 
 
Caitlin Patricia Jarrard 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Tolerance to Lower Body Negative Pressure: Effects of Sex and 
Sufentanil” 
Craig G. Crandall, Ph.D., Mentor 

 
Degree Awarded 

August 2024 
 
Victor Allison Blais, Jr. 
Ph.D. Dissertation: Computational and Tracer-Based Assessments of the Pentose 
Phosphate Pathway (PPP) Flux; Stoichiometry, Feasibility, and Hidden 
Assumptions” 
Jeffrey D. Browing, M.D. and Shawn C. Burgess, Ph.D., Mentors 
 
Andrew David Nabasny 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “The Relationship of Neurobehavioral Symptoms to Childhood 
Trauma History and Concurrent Autonomic Cardiovascular Regulation Following 
Traumatic Brain Injury” 
Shannon B. Juengst, Ph.D., Mentor 



Christopher John Pierson 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Exploring the Relationship between Quantitative Sensory 
Testing, Structural Pathology, and Functional Ability in People with Subacromial 
Pain Syndrome” 
Nitin Jain, M.D., Mentor 
 
Sepeadeh Donna Radpour 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Margin and Extranodal Extension Prediction Using a 
Combined Radiomics and Convolutional Neural Network Approach in Head and 
Neck Cancer” 
David Sher, M.D., MPH, Mentor 
 

Degree Awarded 
December 2024 

 
Angie Roxana García Pernía 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Barriers to Viral Load Suppression in HIV Care: Analyzing 
Disparities and Treatment Adherence in Texas” 
Mamta K. Jain, M.D., Mentor 
 
Maral Misserian 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Effect of an Adapted Group Lifestyle Balance Program on 
Clinical Engagement, Weight Loss and Physical Activity Uptake Among Adolescent 
Bariatric Surgery Patients” 
Sara E. Messiah, Ph.D., MPH, FTOS, Mentor 
 
Andrew Joseph Nasr 
Ph.D. Dissertation: “Ultrasound-Based Imaging to Evaluate Rotator Cuff Muscle 
Quality” 
Yen-Sheng Lin, Ph.D., Mentor 
 
 
  



CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CLINICAL SCIENCE 

 
Degree Awarded 

May 2024 
 

Proshad Nemati Efune Michelle Elise King 
Oksana Hamidi Shanti Marie Pinto 
Charuta Joshi  

 
Degree Awarded 

August 2024 
 

Smitha Rao Vidi 
 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF SCIENCE  

HEALTH INFORMATICS 
JONATHAN REEDER, M.D., INTERIM PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

 
Magistrate ......................................................................................... Mujeeb Basit, M.D. 
  

Degree Awarded 
May 2024 

 
Eugene Mark Abraham Pranav Sunil Idnany 
Vaishnavi Devi Desai Choundraj Anish Indukur 
Aditi Rajesh Dhariya Richard Ly 
Harriet Anita Hosoda Sun Won Min 

 
Degree Awarded 
December 2024 

 
Hongzhao Ji Madhusudhana Palanivelrajan 
Sohini Mukherjee William Robert Pate, II 

 



CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

ROSS G. QUERRY, P.T., PH.D., CHAIR 
 

Magistrates ........................................................................ Caitlin Deville, M.P.T, D.Sc. 
 Heather Mowry, D.P.T. 

 
Degree Awarded 
December 2024 

 
Abby Maria Andrews 
Abigail Grace Beale 
Audra Lynn Brodowicz 
Anna Reneé Brown 
Sophia Anne Brown 
Rachel Michelle Contello 
Emma Kathryn Davis 
Erika Kathryne Dempster 
Sebastien Alix Desamours 
Karthika Dhilip 
Camryn Rae Dickson 
Carter Reid Gansky 
Madison Alexis Harper 
John Driskill Kerr 
Jaden Alejandra Lee  
 
 

Jennifer Ashley Molis 
Stephen Benjamin Moore 
Jessica Marie Owens 
Noah Channing Owens 
Madison Findley Paz 
Lorena Peña 
Parker William Respondek 
Mimi Kristina Marina Rider 
Sidney Rae Sikes 
Zoe Ann Sommer 
Rachel Marie Sullivan 
Caleb Dale Touchstone 
Jenna Lucretia Vain 
Joshua Rocky Velasquez 
Nicole Marie Walton 
 
 

  



CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF CLINICAL NUTRITION 

JEFFREY D. BROWNING, M.D., CHAIR 
 

Magistrates ....................................................................... Patricia R. Morrison, M.C.N. 
 Lona Sandon, Ph.D. 

 
Degree Awarded 

August 2024 
 

Kirby Nicole Baber Anna-Katherine Lynch 
Sonya Bostom Meghan Elizabeth Miller 
Kaylee Morgan Christ Kevin Rubio Pinaroc 
Rebecca Elizabeth Chuckran Leijie Qi 
Kelly Nicole Green Natalia Maria Quintero 
Rebekah Hightower Rama Sada 
Sarah Idris Emalee Ann Shearer 
Abigail Rose Knowles Laurel Dyani Weaver 
Anita Symone Larry Alexandria A. White 
Camille Elise Lowery  

  



CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES 

TEMPLE S. HOWELL-STAMPLEY, M.D., M.B.A., MACP, CHAIR 
 

Magistrates .................................................................. Sadaf Charania, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
 Bau Tran, M.M.S., Pharm.D., PA-C  

 
Degree Awarded 
December 2024 

 
Deema Ahmed 
Raghad Akrouk 
Brenda Yawa Amega Ntsakpe 
Desiree' Divine Anderson 
Caroline Grace Areingdale 
Moyosola Babatunde 
Lindsey Hudgins Birch 
Denielle Alexa Dones Briones 
Serena Cheng 
Jane Cloud Crowson 
Josue Cruz 
Russell Paul Davies 
Madeline Garrison Dorsett 
Shelby Fraser 
Isaac Ines Gonzales 
Danielle Migdalia Gray 
Jared James Greer 
Syerra Jasmyn Harris 
Derrall Hill, Jr. 
Nicole Renee Lasich 
 

Jason Lee  
Ashley Louis-Jeune 
Luis Alberto Loya 
Qui Mai 
Eliana Maria McDonald 
Sydnee Denise Mitchell 
Diana Kim Nguyen 
Chizoba Cynthia Onyemelukwe 
Rachelle Oppel 
Sarah McMahon Ouimet 
Shambriae L. Polk 
Daisy Ramirez 
Johnathan Charles Rhoads 
Esai Sergio Rodriguez 
Diana Rodriguez-Carrillo 
Palma Guadalupe Rodriguez-Enriquez 
Jonathan Stephen Roth 
Katilin Marie Stephenson 
Olivia Kathryn Vanderslice 
Benjamin Joseph Zak 
 

 

  



CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES 

(continued) 
 

Degree to be Awarded 
Spring 2025 

 
Megan My Doan Gwinivere Rose Turley 
Deja Malisia Hatcher Madeleine Han Vo 
Omar David Martinez  

 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE OF 
MASTER OF PROSTHETICS – ORTHOTICS 

DANE K. WUKICH, M.D., CHAIR 
 

Magistrates ............................................... Leslie A. Gray, M.ED., CPO, LPO, FAAOP 
 David G. Wilson, M.P.O., CPO, LPO, FAAOP 
 

Degree Awarded 
December 2024 

 
Emily Danielle Bailey 
Fabian Alexander Calderon 
Reese Francis 
Adlai Gómez Alonso 
Alison Diane Klein 
Kendall Lynn Larson 
Riley Levi Phipps 

Jane Linley Roberson 
Sarah Grace Schlimme 
Micah Machel Sells 
Whitney Lynn Snyder 
Cooper Tavss 
Laura Jane Wenger 
Taylor Christine Williams 

 

  



HONORS RECEIVED BY GRADUATES OF 
UT SOUTHWESTERN SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS  

 
Elected to Alpha Eta Honor Society 

Caroline Grace Areingdale John Driskill Kerr 
Kirby Nicole Baber Abigail Rose Knowles 
Abigail Grace Beale Jaden Alejandra Lee 
Victor Allison Blais, Jr. Jason Lee 
Fabian Alexander Calderon Luis Alberto Loya 
Kaylee Morgan Christ Maral Misserian 
Russell Paul Davies Noah Channing Owens 
Madeline Garrison Dorsett Johnathan Charles Rhoads 
Kelly Nicole Green Jane Linley Roberson 
Caitlin Patricia Jarrard Rachel Marie Sullivan 

 

Elected to Pi Alpha Honor Society 

Caroline Grace Areingdale Eliana Maria McDonald 
Isaac Ines Gonzales Shambriae L. Polk 
Luis Alberto Loya Johnathan Charles Rhoads 
  

 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS RECEIVED BY GRADUATES OF 
UT SOUTHWESTERN SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

 
Alumni Memorial Scholarship Award 

Fabian Alexander Calderon (2024) 

 
 



UT SOUTHWESTERN SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS 
STUDENT AWARDS 

 
 

Raul Caetano, M.D., Ph.D., Student Research Award 

Caitlin Patricia Jarrard (2023) 

Andrew David Nabasny (2021) 

Andrew Joseph Nasr (2024) 

 

Gordon Green, M.D., Student Clinician Award 

Alexandria A. White (2023) 

 

L. Ruth Guy, M.D., Student Leadership Award 

Kirby Nicole Baber (2023) 

Alison Diane Klein (2024) 

 

John Schermerhorn, M.D., Student Service Award 

Shelby Fraser (2024)



ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION BIOGRAPHIES 

President 
 
Daniel K. Podolsky, M.D., President, Professor of Internal Medicine, is holder of the Philip O’Bryan 
Montgomery Jr., MD, Distinguished Presidential Chair in Academic Administration and the Charles 
Cameron Sprague Distinguished Chair in Biomedical Science. Dr. Podolsky became President of the 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in September 2008. He oversees the institution’s 
strategic priorities; its academic, clinical, and administrative operations; and its interactions with the 
Dallas community, the UT System Board of Regents, and the Texas State Legislature. Since arriving at  
UT Southwestern, Dr. Podolsky’s agenda has focused on keeping UT Southwestern at the frontiers of 
science by enhancing its faculty and activities in basic, translational, and clinical research and on 
promoting clinical transformation through a commitment to excellence and innovation in patient care. 
His priorities also include ensuring that UT Southwestern educates and trains future physicians, 
scientists, and allied health care professionals in programs that optimally prepare them for the changing 
landscape in scientific research and health care delivery, and he has launched important new initiatives 
in global health and faculty development. Dr. Podolsky earned his undergraduate degree from Harvard 
College and medical degree from Harvard Medical School. His previous association with Harvard 
Medical School and Massachusetts General Hospital included 20 years of service as Chief of 
Gastroenterology and as Chief Academic Officer of Partners HealthCare. He is internationally renowned 
for his contributions to the understanding of intestinal inflammatory diseases. Dr. Podolsky is an elected 
member of the National Academy of Medicine and a former President of the American 
Gastroenterological Association, from which he received the 2009 Julius Friedenwald Medal for 
Distinguished Service for his lifelong contributions to the field of gastroenterology. 
 
Provost & Vice Provosts 
 
W. P. Andrew Lee, M.D., Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, Provost, and Dean,                           
UT Southwestern Medical School, Professor of Plastic Surgery, is holder of the Atticus James Gill, M.D. 
Chair in Medical Science. Dr. Lee joined the UT Southwestern Medical Center in February 2019. He is 
responsible for advancing the academic mission of UT Southwestern’s four degree-granting schools, 
while leading a faculty of approximately 3,400. He also oversees the more than $640 million in annual 
biomedical research funding awarded to faculty. Dr. Lee received his undergraduate degree from Harvard 
College and completed medical school and a general surgery residency at Johns Hopkins, followed by 
plastic surgery training at Massachusetts General Hospital. Dr. Lee served as Director (Chair) of the 
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. His 
research has focused on tolerance strategy for vascularized composite allo-transplantation (VCA) to 
ameliorate the need for long-term systemic immunosuppression. He established multidisciplinary 
programs for hand transplantation at Johns Hopkins and University of Pittsburgh using an 
immunomodulatory protocol based upon his laboratory investigation and led surgical teams that 
performed the first double hand transplant (2009) and first above-elbow arm transplant (2010) in the 
United States, as well as the world’s first total penis and scrotum transplant (2018). Dr. Lee has served as 
the President of the American Society for Surgery of the Hand, Chair of the American Board of Plastic 
Surgery, President of the American Society for Reconstructive Transplantation, President of the 
American Association for Hand Surgery, and President of the American Association of Plastic Surgeons. 



Joan W. Conaway, Ph.D., Vice Provost, Dean of Basic Science Research, Professor of Molecular Biology, is 
holder of the Cecil H. Green Distinguished Chair in Cellular and Molecular Biology. As a distinguished 
biomedical researcher, Dr. Conaway has been Vice Provost and Dean of Basic Research since July 2021, 
providing strategic leadership for UT Southwestern’s state of the art basic biomedical research and 
guiding the expansion and coordination of resources that support investigations at the forefront of 
innovation. Before joining UT Southwestern, Dr. Conaway was an investigator at the Stowers Institute 
for Medical Research in Kansas City, Mo., and an Affiliate Professor in the Department of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology at the University of Kansas Medical Center. She received her undergraduate 
education from Bryn Mawr College, majoring in Chemistry and in Biology with honors from Haverford 
College. She earned her doctorate in Cell Biology from Stanford University School of Medicine and 
completed post-graduate training as a research fellow at the DNAX Research Institute of Molecular and 
Cellular Biology in Palo Alto, Calif. Dr. Conaway was elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 
2020 and has been a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences since 2002. Her research lab 
studies molecular mechanisms responsible for the regulation of RNA polymerase II transcription, a 
process that, when disrupted, can lead to cancer and other diseases. 
 
Alyssa Hasty, Ph.D., Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean for Faculty Affairs and Career Development, 
Professor of Internal Medicine, is holder of the George A. and Nancy P. Shutt Professorship in Medical 
Science. Dr. Hasty joined UT Southwestern in August 2024 and in addition to her vice provost role is a 
Professor of Internal Medicine and a member of the Touchstone Diabetes Center. She and her team assist 
departments with procedures related to faculty recruiting, hiring, and promotions. In addition, they work 
to elevate the faculty experience by identifying needs, researching approaches taken by others, 
implementing innovative programs, and evaluating results. Dr. Hasty received her doctoral degree in 
pathology from Vanderbilt University where she emerged as a leader in the field of immunometabolism, 
determining the role of the immune system in obesity-accelerated diseases. She completed a postdoctoral 
fellowship at Tokyo University and her research has been continuously funded by agencies including the 
National Institutes of Health, the Veterans Affairs, and American Diabetes Association, the American 
Heart Association, and The Mark Foundation for Cancer Research.  
 
Sherry C. Huang, M.D., Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean for Education, Professor of Pediatrics, is 
responsible for the successful leadership, strategic management and overall quality of education and 
training within the UT Southwestern campuses of the School of Medicine, the School of Health 
Professions, the O’Donnell School of Public Health, and the Graduate School for Biomedical Sciences. 
Dr. Huang, who joined UT Southwestern in February of 2024, also plays a pivotal role as the educational 
liaison across the clinical partners for UT Southwestern and has guided the implementation of innovative 
curricula and training paradigms in the clinical learning environment to ensure alignment with the 
missions and priorities of the medical schools and health system. A graduate of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Dr. Huang earned her medical degree at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine. 
She completed residency training in pediatrics at the University of California San Diego (UCSD) followed 
by a fellowship in pediatric gastroenterology, hepatology, and nutrition, and postdoctoral research 
training with a focus on cancer genetics. Dr. Huang’s research employed computational models to predict 
genetically predisposed colon cancer patients who can benefit from targeted prevention. She joined the 
faculty of UCSD, pursuing a career as a physician-scientist while promoting medical education in 
progressive leadership roles. Dr. Huang is nationally recognized as a medical educator and serves as a 
member of the ACGME Clinical Learning Environment Committee. 
 



Eric Peterson, M.D., M.P.H., Vice Provost and Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Research, Vice 
President for Health System Research, Professor of Internal Medicine, is holder of the Adelyn and 
Edmund M. Hoffman Distinguished Chair in Medical Science and an internationally acclaimed leader 
in cardiovascular clinical research. Dr. Peterson joined UT Southwestern Medical Center in November 
2020 from Duke University, where he was a distinguished tenured professor in the Division of 
Cardiology, Department of Medicine from 2006 through October 2020 and where he served as 
Executive Director of the Duke Clinical Research Institute. At Duke, Dr. Peterson led numerous 
multicenter clinical trials, prospective registries, and implementation programs. He currently serves as 
Principal Investigator of the Analytic Centers for American College of Cardiology’s National Cardiac 
Database, the American Heart Association’s Get With the Guidelines Database, and the Society of 
Thoracic Surgeons’ National Cardiac Surgery Database. He earned his medical degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh and completed his residency at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. He also 
completed a fellowship in general internal medicine at Harvard University and a fellowship in 
cardiology at Duke University. Dr. Peterson ranks among the top 1 percent of published researchers 
in clinical medicine and has been named one of the most highly cited researchers in the world by 
Thomson Reuters. 
 
Deans, School of Health Professions 
 
Jon W. Williamson, Ph.D., Dean, School of Health Professions, Professor of Health Care Sciences, is 
holder of the Arnold N. and Carol S. Ablon Professorship in Biomedical Science. He joined the                            
UT Southwestern School of Health Professions Deans Office in 2007 and became Dean of the School 
of Health Professions in December 2015. Dr. Williamson and his team are responsible for overseeing 
the school’s academic programs, budget and finances, strategic planning, clinical operations, and 
research programs. He has previously served as Interim Dean, Chair of the Department of Health Care 
Sciences, Assistant Dean for Research, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, as well as the Director of a 
Center for Interdisciplinary Research and a Center for Teaching and Learning. Dr. Williamson 
received his Ph.D. from the University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth, and 
conducted research studies in Copenhagen, Denmark. He completed his training as a research fellow in 
cardiology at UT Southwestern and joined the faculty in School of Health Professions in 1995. He 
received a Master’s in Management and Administrative Science from UT Dallas in 2016. He is a fellow 
of the American College of Sports Medicine and the Association of Schools Advancing Health 
Professions and serves on the Board of Directors. His funded research programs have focused on 
neural control of circulation, neuroplasticity, and cortical remapping following injury and 
rehabilitation. As a Distinguished Teaching Professor, he also has keen interest in student academic 
performance and success. 
 
Carolyn D. Bradley-Guidry, Dr.P.H., M.P.A.S., PA-C, CPH, Associate Dean for Student Affairs and 
Engagement, Professor of Physician Assistant Studies, is responsible for implementing policies and 
programming to support health professions student academic progress from admission to graduation. 
Since joining the Dean’s Office in 2017, Dr. Bradley-Guidry has held various leadership roles and was 
promoted to her current position in March of 2023. Dr. Bradley-Guidry works collaboratively with 
program directors, faculty, staff, and campus student support leaders to ensure a positive educational 
experience for all learners. She chairs the School of Health Professions Student Engagement Advisory 
Committee and is a member of the UT Southwestern Office of Student Opportunity and Engagement to 
support a culture and climate of inclusive excellence. She leads recruitment initiatives and coordinates 
outreach activities to build ongoing relationships with local and regional schools and university health 



professions advisors. Dr. Bradley-Guidry earned bachelor’s degrees in nursing from Texas Christian 
University and physician assistant studies from UT Southwestern Medical Center. She earned a master’s 
degree in physician assistant studies from the University of Nebraska and a doctorate degree in public 
health from the University of North Texas Health Science Center, School of Public Health. Dr. Bradley-
Guidry’s clinical expertise is in cardiovascular disease, specifically hypertension. Her funded research 
involves health professions workforce and health disparities. Dr. Bradley-Guidry is a National Institutes 
on Minority Health and Health Disparities Scholar.  She is a member of the Southwestern Academy of 
Teachers and has earned the title of Distinguished Teaching Professor.   
 
Ramona Dorough, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Faculty Development, 
Assistant Professor of Health Care Sciences, is responsible for overseeing all academic policies 
and processes, including educational program compliance with accreditation guidelines, educational 
technology and faculty development in the School of Health Professions. She joined the School of 
Health Professions Dean’s Office in 2023 after serving as Director of Assessment in the                               
UT Southwestern Office of Institutional Planning and Assessment since 2017. Dr. Dorough 
actively serves on regional, national, and international committees, representing UT Southwestern’s 
School of Health Professions and contributing to the advancement of best practices in higher 
education. Her dedication to promoting excellence, ensuring compliance, and fostering a vibrant 
academic community is evident in her oversight of program development, faculty recruitment, and 
retention initiatives. Dr. Dorough earned her Ph.D. in Higher Education Leadership and Policy from 
the University of Texas at Arlington and a brings a strong background in program development, 
compliance with accreditation standards, educational best practices and promotion of faculty 
development opportunities. Her research focuses on communication modalities in educational   
policies and practice, empathetic communication, effective communication skills in medical practice, 
medicalization, and the workforce’s efforts in health equity. With a genuine commitment to fostering 
an inclusive and engaging academic environment, Dr. Dorough brings a wealth of knowledge 
and experience to her role and continually strives to enhance the academic experience for faculty, 
staff, and students. 
 
Scott A. Smith, Ph.D., Associate Dean for Research, Professor of Applied Clinical Research, is holder of 
the Jere H. Mitchell, M.D. Distinguished Professorship in Clinical Research. He joined the Dean’s 
Office in his current role in November 2012. He oversees the School’s basic and clinical research 
programs including, but not limited to, development of projects, establishment of collaborative 
partnerships, grant award planning/submission, and post-award management. He is the Chair of the 
Department of Applied Clinical Research and manages the department's PhD program. He also serves 
as Director of the Human Physiology Course for first-year students. Following a bachelor’s degree in 
biology/chemistry from Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas, he earned his master’s 
and doctoral degrees i n  biomedical science from the University of North Texas Health Science 
Center at Fort Worth. He completed a  postdoctoral fellowship in Internal Medicine/ Cardiology 
at UT Southwestern in 2002 and joined the faculty of the School of Health Professions shortly 
thereafter. His NIH-funded research focuses on determining the mechanisms underlying the 
development of autonomic reflex dysfunction in cardiovascular disease. He is a member of the 
Southwestern Academy of Teachers, recipient of the UT System Regents Outstanding Teaching 
Award and has earned the title of Distinguished Teaching Professor. Dr. Smith has also received the 
prestigious Minnie Stevens Piper Professorship, awarded to the top educators in the State of Texas. 
 



Dane K. Wukich, M.D., Associate Dean for Clinical Innovation and Advancement, Professor of Prosthetics 
& Orthotics and Orthopaedic Surgery, is responsible for promoting the school's clinical operations across 
the institution and facilitating integration with Health System initiatives. He is the Chair of the 
Department of Prosthetics & Orthotics and remains actively involved in the education of orthopaedic 
surgery residents. Dr. Wukich received his undergraduate education at Carnegie-Mellon University and 
his medical degree from Georgetown University School of Medicine. He completed his general surgery 
residency and Orthopaedic surgery residency at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and a Fellowship in 
Foot and Ankle Surgery at Cleveland Clinic Foundation. Dr. Wukich is a nationally renowned foot and 
ankle specialist, educator, lecturer, researcher, and who as an Army Medical Corps officer served as a 
Chief of Orthopaedic Surgery in Operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield. Dr. Wukich achieved the 
rank of Major with the U.S. Army, receiving several Army Commendation Medals and an Army 
Achievement Medal. He also received the Southwest Asia Services Medal and the National Defense 
Service Ribbon. Dr. Wukich is recognized internationally for his work in limb salvage, management of 
diabetes-related complications, and education. He is board certified by the American Board of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, and is a member of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, the American 
Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle Society, the American Orthopaedic Association, and American Diabetes 
Association. 
 



ACADEMIC HERALDRY AND REGALIA 
 
Although the people, the places, and the styles have changed, you are about to participate in a reenactment 
of a ceremony, which has existed for nearly nine centuries:  the recognition of academic achievement. 
 
The tradition of recognizing academic accomplishment with ceremony, bright color, and distinctive dress 
is an exercise, which has existed through the ages. Although the commencement ceremony and academic 
costume of most colleges and universities in the United States today is guided by a twentieth century 
standard, their roots are found in the development of the universities during the Middle Ages. The 
medieval universities of Western Europe, such as Paris, Bologna, Cambridge, and Oxford, have provided 
us with an institutional format – the university structure; a measure of progress – degrees; and a ceremony 
of achievement – commencement. 
 
For centuries, students have withstood the preliminary academic trials where they attended classes, heard 
lectures, and engaged in debate. After passing these preliminary trials, the candidate would don a special 
gown and assume a seat with the bachalari, or bachelors. This ceremony was often followed by a feast, 
with wine provided by the successful candidate. The candidates presented today now become part of this 
long-standing tradition. 
 
The academic hood worn by the faculty and platform participants and received by graduates at the 
Master’s level and above is derived from the cloak worn in medieval times over the gown. Attached to the 
cloak at the back of the neck was a cowl hood, which hung down or could be pulled over the head for 
warmth. After time, this hood became a separate article worn over the shoulders and hanging down the 
wearer’s back. With the coming into fashion of caps and hats during the fifteenth century, the hoods soon 
became more ornamental than functional. 
 
Whereas it is generally understood that in Europe gowns were necessary for warmth and hoods covered 
the academic clerics’ tonsured heads, today the American tradition has evolved toward individual 
expression of the institution. Although the style of the hood is not unique to each institution, the 
combinations of colors and chevrons have been standardized in the United States for more than 100 years. 
The satin colors of the hood lining represent the institution conferring the degree. The academic colors 
for component institutions of The University of Texas System are orange and white.  The color of the 
academic hood’s velvet trim is distinctive of the degree earned, as is the tassel on the cap. Historical 
associations of color continue to signify the various faculties and generally carry the traditions established 
by their early English counterparts. The green of medicinal herbs immediately identifies a medically 
related degree. Philosophy is signified by dark blue, the traditional color of truth and wisdom. The wealth 
of information earned through research in science is represented by golden yellow. 

 
 
 

Cords worn with academic regalia: 
Green – Alpha Eta Honor Society 

Blue and white – Pi Alpha Honor Society 
Red, white, and blue – US Armed Forces, Active Duty and Veterans 

Green and gold – Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society 
Light blue stole – Southwestern Academy of Teachers 

Medals – The University of Texas Academy of Health Science Education and  
UT System Regents’ Outstanding Teacher Award 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Degrees will be officially conferred to candidates for graduation identified in this 
commencement booklet who have met all requirements on the recommendation of the 
faculty of the Southwestern School of Health Professions and by virtue of the authority 
vested in the faculty and dean by the Regents of The University of Texas. 
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